ico   MONSIEUR BERGERET IN PARIS

fair-haired young man. He was small, slender and
agreeable enough, though he was not rich. He
was doing his very utmost to profit by the Aflair and
acquire importance. She, too, knew by experience
that it is not easy to live in Society if one is poor.
They were both working to keep their footing in
Society. This was one reason for a good under-
standing between them. They could help one
another now and then. But that was all!

"I congratulate you, Monsieur Lacrisse," she
said,cc and you have my very best wishes."

How much more chivalrous and tender were the
feelings of Baronne Jules ! The gentle Viennese
was interested heart and soul in this fashionable
plot, of which the white carnation was the emblem.
And she, too, was so fond of flowers! To be
mixed up in an aristocratic plot in favour of the
King was to her to enter into and luxuriate in the
old French nobility, to be received in the most
exclusive houses, and later on, perhaps, to go to
Court. She was excited, pleased and agitated.
Being affectionate rather than ambitious, her
susceptible heart was touched by what she was
pleased to consider the poetry of the Prince's letter.
And the innocent woman spoke as she thought:

<c Monsieur Lacrisse, that is a poetical letter."

c< That is true," returned Lacrisse.

And a long look passed between them,